
        First Presbyterian Church 
     JANUARY 2017 

First Presbyterian Church 
208 West State Street 

Jefferson Iowa 50129 

Phone: 515-386-2514 

Fax: 515-386-2170 

firstpres@netins.net 

www.firstpresjefferson.org 

Rev. Gordon Moen, Pastor 

Pastor’s Pen 
This fall we have been thinking about how to improve our worship experience for ourselves and as a result for 

those around us. So as we end one year and begin a new year, one of the resolutions we can make is to focus on 
how each of us can make our worship the best we can and in doing so, make the worship experience better for all 
who come to worship. So I have summarized 10 things we all can work on this year. 
 

 Make Sunday worship a discipline that leads to being a habit. 
We live in a world of unending options that place demands on our lives. But our relationship with God is 

most important and we need to feed that relationship. One of the ways is offering to God our wor-
ship. As Christians, it is something we do because God is worthy of our praise. It is easy to get out of 
the rhythm of worship. One way to improve worship is to make it a priority in life with the attitude 
that worship is just what we do. 

 Don’t overanalyze the worship pattern; pay attention to the message of the service. 
A critical spirit can sap the spirit out of worship. Don’t overthink the style, the music, and the methods of 

prayers. Instead, be present in the singing, in the praying, in the listening, in the giving and other parts 
of worship. It is through being present that God can speak to us through our worship. 

 Don’t chase the “worship high” but rather seek to be “worship faithful.” 
Worship is more than just the feeling we get. The experience of the Spirit can be powerful, but just as im-

portant it can be a subtle experience. Elijah learned that the presence of God was found in the silence 
or in the still small voice. If we look for the worship high all the time, we can easily miss God speaking 
to us in the silence. God is experienced in many different and various ways. Be available to all of 
them. 

 Pray in humility and in gratitude for the opportunity to talk to God. 
Praying to God is not a right. Prayer is a great privilege. Imagine how small we are in the universe, yet 

we can approach God with our whole lives and God welcomes us and listens to us and responds to us. 
Our Creator reveals a wonderful love for us by receiving our prayers. We should be humbled by that 
and grateful, for God loves us as we pray. 

 Receive the joy of being forgiven as we confess our sins. 
When we say together, “Hear the good news of the gospel, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven”, stop and 

think about what that means. In Jeremiah, God says, “I will forgive their iniquities and remember their 
sins no more.” That is not the kind of forgiveness we as humans often give. We remember and from 
time to time we will even remind someone of their former sin. But God, through Jesus, forgives com-
pletely. Wow! If we are filled with the joy of mercy and forgiveness, how would that change the rest 
of the worship time?  Would that joy permeate the rest of our worship? 

 
 
 
 



 Be open to the larger vision and story of the Lord’s Supper. 
Expand your experience and meaning of the Lord’s Supper by taking in the larger story 

that it tells and that it celebrates. We can think about more than just Jesus dying; we can 
think of his rising and promise to return. We can think of God taking action to redeem 
and save God’s people throughout history. The story is to quote a movie title, “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told”, and is a story for us and a story we participate in. 

 Use the gift of imagination that God has given all of us. 
The stories of scripture are rich and full of meaning. They are filled with images and details 

that should inspire us to imagine. Our liturgies, the hymns, the prayers and our responses 
are filled with images, encouragement, promises and words from God. They are able to 
stir our imaginations about what God is doing. Allow your imaginations to go to work 
and see where God may be leading you. 

 Be aware of all your senses in worship and let them speak to you. 
Worship is about the words we say, the songs we sing, and the prayers we offer. But there 

is more. There is color that surrounds you. There are textures that change with the sea-
son. There are images to fit the season. There is a change just due to the changing 
sunlight of the seasons. Is it warm? Is it cold? Is it raining or snowing? How does all this 
impact our worship—positively or negatively? Be aware of how your senses impact your 
worship. 

 Sing the words and the meaning of the hymns and songs to God, not just the melody. 
We all have favorite hymns and songs. But do you know what the message or the theme of 

those songs is? Do you sing the songs because you like the songs or because the words 
touch your heart and you want to share them with God? Hymns express something im-
portant about our relationship with God. Paying attention to the words and their mean-
ings can help how hymns impact our worship experience. 

 Above all things, always make worship about God and God alone. 
In 2017, if we focus on making God, not ourselves, the purpose of our worship, worship will 

change. If we give ourselves to God in worship, we will “find ourselves” in worship. If we 
offer ourselves to God fully and freely, then we will find ourselves immersed in the pres-
ence of God. We will be open to God with no reservations. We all will be changed. 

 

Now all of this is a lot to think about. Don’t try to do all the things at once. Keep this list and 
work at it one item at a time until it is incorporated into your worship practices. Worship is one of 
the six great ends of the church in the Presbyterian USA tradition. I believe it prepares us for the 
rest of our work in the world and in our congregation. 

May 2017 be the year we focus on our worship practices and go deep into our Sunday morn-
ing priority of gathering to praise, pray, listen, learn, and respond to God. To quote Perry Noble, 
“Let’s win Sunday for God.”  
 
 



Stated Session Minutes of December 21, 2016 from Regular Meeting 
 

 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Jefferson, Iowa met in the conference room on Wednes-
day, December 21 2016 for its regular stated meeting. Moderator Gordon Moen called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. Present with Pastor Moen were Ruling Elders: Donna Carhill, Kathi Florea, Tom 
Heater, Loel Larson, Wayne Lautner, Doug Monaghan, Bill Monroe, Cara Reedy, Shirley Stapleton and 
Larry Thomsen. None were absent. A quorum was present. Also present were Elder Elects Galen Dayton, 
LeAnn Monaghan, Cheryl Nailor and Matt Pittman along with Deacon Elects Melinda Heater and 
Wayne Lautner. Excused were Deacon Elects Pat Miller and Shirley Danielson 
 

7:00 p.m. Opening Worship and Elements 
 

7:30 p.m. Consent Agenda and Discussions 
 

The following Consent Agenda was reviewed. 
 

Approval of Stated Minutes from November 16, 2016  
 

Old Business 
 

Average attendance November 2016 – 81 and November 2015 – 85 
69 were served communion at the December 4 regular worship service 
 

Pastor’s Report 
Activity Report to be placed in mailboxes 

Motions offered by Teams 
Property and Finance-Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay current bills for November 
Property and Finance—Motion to approve proposed allocation of farm income funds for 2017 
Nominating—Motion to add Matt Pittman as Elder Elect for examination and approval 
 

Approval of Ministry Team Reports 
 

Worship Ministry Team Donna & Bill 
-Technology purchases are on hold until we know what funding is available. New system is easier to 

work, seems to provide better sound and a better position for those operating the sound  
-Volunteers needed for the nursery during worship 
-Advent decorations will be changed to white on December 23; Christmas decorations will be taken 

down after January 8 
-Informal Christmas Day service at 10:00 a.m. 
-Wendy Pittman will be pulpit supply for January 1 

 

TEAM Mission Ministry Team Loel 
No report 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team Doug & Kathi 
No report 
 

Property & Finance Ministry Team Tom & Larry 

-The treasurer’s report shows a total asset balance of 63,426.29 on November 30, 2016. 
-It was approved to accept the treasurer’s report and to pay the current bills.  
-Review proposed allocation of Farm Income Account Fund money 
-Dishwasher is working fine; just review procedure on what breaker to flip when not in use 
-Larry met with tenant farmers, Dennis Hall and Paul Mears, to negotiate rent for another three years; 

Mike Mumma is preparing the leases 



 

 
Stated Session Minutes of December continued 

 
Spiritual Growth Ministry Team Cara 

No report 
 

Congregational Life  Ministry Team Wayne & Shirley 

-Report given on 2016 membership roll changes. Changes were approved. 

Personnel-No report 
 

Governance-Underway from November 
 

The Consent Agenda items were approved as presented 
 

Other Motions Requiring Session Discussion & Approval-None 

Session then reviewed and examined the Elder and Deacon Elects as elected by the congregation for 
the Class of 2019. Elder Elects present were Galen Dayton for the Class or 2017; LeAnn  
Monaghan for the Class of 2018, and Cheryl Nailor and Matt Pittman for the Class of 2019. 
Class of 2019 Deacon Elects Melinda Heater and Wayne Lautner were present. Pat Miller, Class 
of 2018 and Shirley Danielson, Class of 2019 were excused. The new Elders and Deacons elected 
to the Class of 2019 were approved with the installation of all officers and the ordination/
installation of Galen Dayton and Cheryl Nailor on January 8, 2017. Exception is Matt Pittman who 
will be presented to the congregation at the January annual congregational meeting and then or-
dained and installed after his election. 

The Deacons’ Report for 2016 was not available and will be presented in January. 
 

Team Structure and Assignments for the Year 2017 
Spiritual Growth Cara and Matt 
Congregational Life Shirley and LeAnn 
Mission Loel 
Stewardship Kathi 
Property & Finance Larry and Tom 
Worship Cheryl and Galen 

 

Personnel Committee Assignments for the Year 2017 Kathi and Cara 
 

Nominating Committee Assignments for the Year 2017 Shirley and Cara 
 
Financial Secretary Assignments for the Year 2017 

January Tom May Galen September Loel 
February Kathi June Shirley October Matt 
March Cara July Larry November Cheryl 
April LeAnn August Kathi December Larry 
 

All of the afore-mentioned assignments were approved 
 
Reminder: Team calendars need to be submitted as soon as possible after the January meetings to  
Martha and teams are urged to try and set yearly events early in January so they can be set for the 
year. Teams are also urged to turn in their monthly minutes to Martha so all Session member have them 
for review prior to the Session meeting each month. 
 

 



 
 
 
Stated Session Minutes of December continued 

 

New Business 
 

It was approved to set the following communion dates for 2017: 
January 1, February 5, March 1 (Ash Wednesday), March 5, April 2, April 13 (Maundy Thursday), 
April 16 (Easter), May 7, June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5,  
December 3, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

Communion servers for Christmas Eve will be Cara, Larry, Bill and Wayne. 
The Pastor’s housing allowance for 2017 at $23,000 was approved 
Deacons have been requested to serve communion on January 1 
Tom Heater was elected as Clerk of Session for 2017 
Martha Monroe was elected as Treasurer for 2017 
It was approved to set January 22, 2017 for the annual congregational meeting and breakfast.  

Breakfast will start at 9:00 a.m. and the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
Note:  The gender make-up for the Session for 2017 will be 5 women and 5 men 
Note:  The gender make-up for the Deacons for 2017 will be 9 women and 2 men 
Note:  There were no disciplinary hearings held in 2016 
The 2017 preliminary budget was reviewed. 
Thank-yous were extended to outgoing elders ending their term of active service: Donna Carhill, 

Wayne Lautner, Doug Monaghan and Bill Monroe 
 

The meeting ended with an update from the December 14, 2016 combined meeting with the Grand 
Junction and Paton Presbyterian Churches’ delegates concerning possibility of sharing staff/
services at some point in the future 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ordination Anniversary 
 

Pastor Gordon Moen celebrates twenty two years of serving as an ordained pastor on 
January 8, 2017.  He was ordained on that date in 1995.  We are blessed to have had him 
as our pastor for thirteen of those years! 

2017 Schedules 
 

Schedules for the first six months of 2017 have been placed in your mailboxes and have also 
been sent out by e-mail. Please note schedules for greeters, ushers, nursery attendants, lay 
readers and coffee and conversation hosts are all on the sheet with guidelines for all on the 
back. Please note the dates you serve and put them on your calendar. (IMPORTANT: Because 
there are many names to work with, we did our best to try not to make any errors or double 
anyone up. If you find anything that is not correct, please let Cheryl Nailor know so we can fix 
it.) 
 

YEAR END TEAM REPORTS 
Team chairpersons, please remember to submit your year-end reports for the 2016 annual 
report to the office by Monday, January 2. 



Use the link below to access our calendar of events on our church website 
 

http://www.firstpresjefferson.org/calendarof events.htm 



Ushers 
Terry and Pat Miller 1 
Loel and Sandy Larson 
 

Alan Shriver; Alice Shriver 8 
JoAnn Comstock; Gail Huffman 
 

Perry and Marilyn Parker 15 
Rose Morrison; Carol Zwicky 
 

Shirley Stapleton; Leon Taggart 22 
Mike and Marg Mumma 
  

Kathy Hardaway; Marilynn Hoskinson 29 

Gail Huffman; Donna Carhill 
 
 
 

Nursery 
Jen, Abby and Elise Badger 1 
Donna Carhill 8 
Kathy Hardaway 15 
Denise Buenz 22 
Roxanne Gorsuch 29 
 
 
 

Greeters 
Matt Pittman and Girls 1 
 

Bruce and Amy Youngblood 8 
Kris and Billie Jo Hoskins 
 

Kevin and Jill Rasmussen 15 
Steve and Carla Haupert 
 

Brent and Jen Badger & Family 22 
Marilynn Hoskinson 
 

Shirley Stapleton; Pauline Duke 29 
Rose Morrison; Doris Hance 
 
 
 

Coffee and Conversation 
LeAnn Monaghan 1 
Christensen Family 8 
Denise Buenz 15 
Marilyn Parker 22 
Sandy Larson 29 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Rose Morrison 1 
Galen Dayton 3 
Darren Ten Napel 4 
Beth Vander Wilt 5 
Nancy Griffiths 6 
Marilynn Parker 8 
Matt Christensen 9 
Joseph Reedy 9 
Gary Danielson 10 
Keri Brooker 15 
Shirley Stapleton 16 
Abbey Gerzema 17 
Tracy Hoodjer 18 
Tressa Rasmussen 18 
Adam Snowgren 24 
Randy Christensen 25 
Adrianna Welch 26 
Teresa Green 27 
Aiden Gerzema 29 
Isaac Hoskins 30 
 

Acolyte Schedule  
Kaycee Pittman 1 
Sadie Reedy 8 
Ellie Badger 15 
Violet Reedy 22 
Maggie Mikkelsen 29 

 

Financial Secretary for January 
Tom Heater 

 

Lay Readers 
Donna Carhill 1 
Cara Reedy 8 
Larry Thomsen 15 
Carla Haupert 22 
Bev Hoyt 29 
 

 
 

January Deacon 
Marilynn Hoskinson is the deacon of 

the month of January in charge of rides to 
church. Call her at 386-3490 by 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday night if you would 
like a ride Sunday. 



 

December Breakfast 
Thank you to Keri Brooker and Diane Gibson and 

their crew (Tom & Melinda Heater, Pam Clemons and 
Leo Brooker) and Spiritual Growth Ministry Team 
members for providing a special breakfast before the 
Christmas program on Sunday, December 18. Once 
again they added “special touches”. The Christmas table 
cloths they used as well as the Christmas music playing in 
the background really set the mood and made for a 
lovely morning...not to mention the delicious food! 

 

Sunday School Mission Update 
When you give an offering at Sunday school, you 

help! If you have suggestions, please see a team mem-
ber:  (Cara Reedy, Matt Pittman, Donna Carhill, Roger 
Olhausen, Carla Haupert, and Wendy Pittman. The 
team is currently researching a couple different options 

to support.  
 

Pine Ridge Art Projects 
Hau Mitakuyapi, once again I'd like to proudly share 

some more pictures of my students’ beadwork. They have 
been working hard to complete their projects before the 
Christmas break. Many of them will be used as gifts to 
family members. I'd like to thank those who continue to 
support Cultural Arts in the school and who recognize the 
therapeutic value of beadwork to the students. Hope all 
is doing well and standing strong, One Love!!   
-Will Peters 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education 

Options for classes at First Presbyterian  

are listed below: 

*SUNDAY CLUB: PreK-4 grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday 

mornings 

*TWEENS:  5th-8th grades, 9:00-10:00 Sunday mornings 

*HIGH SCHOOL: 9-12th grades, 9:00-10:00 on Sunday 

mornings 

*ADULTS: Two classes to choose from, 9:00-10:00 on 

Sunday mornings 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Ordination and Installation  
of Officers 

January 8, 2017  
Congratulations to the following individuals who have 
been elected as officers. 
Elders: Deacons: 
Galen Dayton (1 yr)  Pat Miller (2 yr) 
LeAnn Monaghan (2 yr)  Shirley Danielson 
Cheryl Nailor  Melinda Heater 
  Wayne Lautner 
  

LeAnn has been previously ordained and will be 
installed as an elder. Galen and Cheryl will be or-
dained and installed as elders. 

Pat, Shirley, Melinda and Wayne are previously 
ordained deacons and will be installed as deacons.  

 

May God Bless You in Your Ministry Among Us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be Sun-

day, January 22. This year we will meet in Fellow-
ship Hall for breakfast at 9:00 a.m. with the meeting 
to follow at 9:30 a.m. We will all meet in the sanctu-
ary at 10:30 a.m. for worship. Mark this date on 
your calendar and plan to attend. We will look back 
on our year’s accomplishments and celebrate! 

 

 
In Memory of 

 

  Maxine Hawk 
   December 17, 1919-November 14, 2016 

 

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to 
the family of Maxine Hawk who passed away on 
November 14, 2016. Pastor Gordon officiated at 
her memorial service at First Presbyterian Church on 
December 17, 2016. 

Her family includes her three sons, Thomas, James 
(Bonnie), and Daniel (Ruth), 4 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Merton; her parents, two brothers and 
a sister. 

Maxine had been a faithful member of our 
church for 44 years. 



Partnering with the Rez… 

You are invited to join us 
April 22-27, 2017 OR July 1-6, 2017 
For a Cultural Immersion Trip to the 

Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota 
 

First Training Session-Tuesday, January 17 
The first training session will be held Tuesday, January 17 from 7-9 p.m. in the 
conference room. If you are planning to go on the trip, you are highly encouraged 
to attend. Also if you might be interested in going on a July trip or just interested 
in learning more about Lakota culture or missions, you are also invited to attend. 
Dr. Bob Clemons and Pam Clemons will lead the sessions. 

 
There are still openings for either trip but we need to know you are interested so we can keep you in-
formed of the details.   
 
Here is what you need to know: 

Trip Coordinators:   Bob and Pam Clemons 
Church Liaison: Bill Monroe 
Registration & Deposit Deadline: January 15, 2017 
Deposit: $50/person…$75/couple payable to the church 
Cost: $450/person (full and partial scholarships available) 
Preparation: Monthly Preparation Meetings January-April 2017 
Accommodations: Pine Ridge Retreat Center 
What is included:  

Lodging-Linens and towels 
Meals  
Speaker Honoraria 
Transportation and fuel 
Study materials  

Transportation: 12-15 passenger van 
Other Expenses: Personal purchases (snacks, beadwork, books) 
Questions?:  Call Pam Clemons   

    
 

There are still openings for either trip but we need to know you are interested so we can keep you in-
formed of the details.   
 



 

I WANT TO BE LIKE THAT…. 
I am convinced that some of the most valuable les-

sons that I learn in life are inadvertently taught to me 
by young people. After witnessing various situations 
with youth, I often find myself thinking, “I want to be 
like that!” For example, the day after Annie hurt her 
knee, she was running late for school. She was on 
crutches and was the last person in the building. As she 
walked up to the entrance, I could see a friend of hers 
sprinting towards the door. Not only did the friend hold 
the door for Annie, but she also greeted her with the 
biggest smile and I thought to myself, “I want to be like 
that!” 

Most recently I have learned a lot about worship 
from the kids at First Pres, Jefferson. There have been 
several things that have caught my attention; my only 
regret was that I didn’t write the experiences down in 
my journal right away in order to fully capture each 
encounter.   

First, there was a young girl who loved music. She 
seemed to listen intently, obviously enjoying the music. 
When the prelude was finished, she clapped and ex-
claimed enthusiastically, “Yay!” Of course it was totally 
adorable, but even more than that, her joyful attitude 
at the start of worship was an example for us all! I 
thought to myself, “I want to be like that!” 

Later that same worship service, I happened to be 
in line for communion behind a young boy. I love to 
watch young people do just about anything in worship, 
but my heart was full when I saw him reach up to re-
ceive the communion on his tippy toes, excited for this 
joyful feast. I wondered to myself, do I receive God’s 
gift of grace with such anticipation?  Again, I thought to 
myself, “I want to be like that!” 

Recently, the kids participated in the Christmas pro-
gram. They were all so willing to put on costumes and 
do whatever was asked of them to lead the congrega-
tion in worship, celebrating the birth of Jesus. A couple 
kids volunteered to read the Advent reading-so willing 
to speak in front of people. I thought to myself, “I want 
to be like that!” Others picked up bells and performed 
in front of the congregation after only one practice 
and a sentence instruction. And I thought to myself, “I 
want to be like that!” 

I have said it before and I know I will say it again, 
we can learn a lot from our youth. Matthew 18: 2-3 
says, “ He called a little child to him , and placed the 
child among them. And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless 
you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.’” And I thought to 
myself, “I want to be like that!” 

 

 

 
 

Christ’s Kids 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

One of the best parts of winter weather is the 
beautiful sunshine as it reflects off the snow. Christ’s 
Kids wanted people to enjoy the sunshine even more 
and so we decorated sun catchers to give to our 
friends at Long Term Care. Christmas words like, “love, 
joy, and hope” were decorated by our Christ’s Kids 
girls! It was definitely a messy project and we decided 
we liked the paint pens better than the brushing on of 
the paint. The sun catchers were such a hit that one 
resident even called Pastor Moen to ask for more be-
cause he had given his away! A special thank you is 
given to George Hedges and Roger & Barbara Todd 
for providing the snack. A special thank you is given to 
Shirley Stapleton and Pastor Gordon for helping with 
our group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hope, Joy, Love sun catchers 
 
 
 

Meals Needed for Youth Force 
The 2017 Youth Force meal schedule is nearly 

wide open. We continue to need people to provide 
meals for Youth Force. If you are interested in serving 
Youth Force a meal, please let me know and I will get 
you signed up or sign up on the door to the education 
wing!  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Force 
During the month of December, Youth Force spent time 

thinking about the birth of Christ through prophecy in the 
Old Testament and Jesus’ birth story in the New Testament. 
We wanted to look at it with fresh eyes and a renewed 
sense of awe and wonder. (Around Lent, you might be fa-
miliar with the Journey to the Cross or stations that describe 
the last few hours of Jesus’ life.) During this season we 
looked at the Stations of Christmas or the things leading up 
to the birth of Christ. We used specials readings, scriptures, 
and prayers to enhance our time together. Oh yeah, and I 
can’t forget to tell you about the precious video we 
watched called, “Christmas According to Kids” by Southland 
Christian Church. It is adorable! Check it out on our Face-
book page if you get a chance! 

 

Upcoming events: 
Jan 4: Making freezer meals with Donna’s class 
Jan 25: Skype with Matthew Carhill  
Feb. 1: Pastor Moen on Israel-congregation encouraged to 
attend. 
Feb. 8: Silly Meal, prepared by Donna’s class; bring a 
friend 
 

A special thank you is given to Melinda Heater, Pam & 
Bob Clemons, Keri & Leo Brooker, Marilynn Hoskinson, 
and Roger & Barbara Todd for providing meals for Youth 
Force.  
 

Beacon of Hope Update: Four youth and two adults at-
tended a chapel service at Beacon of Hope Men’s Homeless 
Shelter in Fort Dodge, Iowa on Wednesday, November 30 
during Youth Force. Beacon of Hope residents meet for 
chapel every morning at 7:00 a.m. and every evening at 
7:00 p.m. Eric Howard, who now works at Beacon of Hope, 
led the Bible study and shared his life story of being home-
less for a time in his life.  
 

YOUTH FORCE SCHEDULE: 
6:00-6:30 Youth Force eats 
6:30-7:30 Youth Force meets 

**A note for the future, if school is cancelled due to inclem-
ent weather, Youth Force and Christ’s Kids will be cancelled 
as well.** 

Compassion International 
Compassion works through the local church by 

empowering them to fulfill their role as “salt and 
light” in the community...and to release children 
from poverty in Jesus’ name.  

Children who are sponsored through Compas-
sion, are healthy, attending school, and at least 
30% more likely than their unsponsored peers to 
become leaders in their communities and at least 
40% more likely to grow into church leaders.  

 

Name: Victor Gonzales 
We have sponsored Victor for 9 years and 11 
months 
Age: 16 
Country: Bolivia 
Hobbies: Group games 
Household Duties: washing clothes, making beds 
 
 

Helping People in Need 
Thank you, thank you, 

THANK YOU for coordinat-
ing new donations for our 
students. I have been work-
ing with the nurses in each 
building to make sure stu-
dents they know are in 
need are sent home a 
goodie bag of hygiene 
items to last at least 
through winter break. Look 
at the awesome response 
we've had! Thank you for 
helping me continue to be 
the person who gets to see 
smiles and relief on families’ faces when we can 
help them in this way.  -Emily Gannon  
 

 

Summer Thoughts 
Summer thoughts when winter 
has just begun? It’s not too 
early to begin thinking about 
Presbyterian church camp at 
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji. 

Camp lasts only one week, but what campers take 
home can last a lifetime. This year’s theme will be 
“Branching Out!” What’s new? New camps, new 
waterfront toys, new high ropes elements, new low 
challenge activities! 

Check out the brochures on the bulletin board 
in the west entryway. More are available from 
Wendy. This is a wonderful opportunity at a 
beautiful camp!  



Helping Hands  
 
 

 
*Thank you to Keri Brooker and Diane 

Gibson for preparing and hosting the December 
breakfast and all those who helped with serving and 
clean-up. 

 

*Thanks to the Worship Ministry Team for all the 
time spent in planning the services, events, and deco-
rations for the Advent and Christmas season. 

 

*Thank you to our special readers during our Ad-
vent worship services. 

 

*Thanks to God for giving Pastor Gordon the 
special gift of creativeness and for being with him 
through the many hours of preparation of bringing us 
His Word during the Advent season and on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. 
 

*Thank you to our custodian, Wayne Lautner, for 
the many hours spent keeping our church building 
looking neat and beautiful through all the December 
activities. 

 

*Thank you to Keri Brooker, Donna Carhill, 
Wayne Lautner, and Cheryl Nailor for the beautiful 
Christmas piano, organ, and trumpet music during 
worship during our Advent season and Christmas. 
Thanks also to the Joyful Noise and Glad Hearts for 
their music. 

 

*Thanks to Pastor Gordon and Karissa Welch 
and Cheryl Nailor and Martha Monroe for the spe-
cial music they provided on Christmas Eve. 
 

*Thank you to George Hedges for his willingness 
and expertise at running the sound arrangements for 
our services. Thank you to Diane Kennedy and 
Wendy Pittman for the many hours spent preparing 
the Power Point for all our services. Thank you to 
Leon Taggart for videotaping our services each Sun-
day. 
 

*Thanks to everyone who helped set out the 
200 luminaries, lit them, and helped put them 
away. The luminaries were beautiful! 

 

*Thank you to Gail Huffman, LeAnn Monaghan, 
Shirley Stapleton and the ladies of the church for 
preparing and serving funeral lunches for the fami-
lies of Jim Conner, Maxine Hawk, and Sheryl McDon-
ald. 

 

*Thanks to everyone who participated in many 
ways in the life of our church family in 2016! 
Thank you for sharing the gifts God has given you!  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Gordon, 

Many thanks to you and your congregation for assis-
tance with our November 15 meeting of the Presbytery 
of Des Moines. We were flooded with cookies, coffee 
cake, shortbreads, pies and cakes, as well as many other 
delicious items for the coffee hour and lunch. 

By working together we proved that community ex-
tends beyond individual church walls, even presbytery 
lines, to offer the gift of hospitality and fellowship. We 
are indeed one in Christ! 

Thank you again for your participation. It was deli-
cious! 

Wishing you and your congregation blessing in this 
time of Advent. 

Rev. Marcy Campbell 
Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Perry 

 

 

We just wanted to say a special thank you to every-
one involved with the decision and helpfulness when you 
allowed our granddaughter, Sarah Prescott, to use our 
church for her November wedding. You not only pro-
vided a lovely building to use but made everyone feel 
welcome and comfortable. Several of you were even on 
hand to make sure it was a great day for them and we 

appreciated it very much. 

Ron and Lori DeBok 

 

 

Dear Ladies of the Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you so much for planning and preparing the 

meal for Jim’s AKA Dad’s family, friends and neighbors. 
It was fantastic and we are blessed to have fine ladies 
like all of you! During a time like this we realize how 
much our friends and relatives really mean to us. . . Your 
expression of sympathy will always be remembered. 

Jim Conner Family 
Thanks Again, 

Jeff and Robin Conner 



 
 
 
 
 

Scrapbook Retreat 
January 13-15  

A Scrapbook Retreat will take place at the beau-
tiful Lakeshore Center at Okoboji on January 13-15.  

Bring friends and all the supplies 
you need for a full weekend of 
scrapbooking, rejuvenation and fun 
at the lake! Good food, lots of 
laughter, prizes awarded! Register 
today! Check-in is on Friday any 
time after 3 p.m. with supper served 
at 6 p.m. Check-out is at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Six meals 
and lodging are included in the retreat costs. Retreat 
prices depend on your lodging preference.  

See the flyer on the bulletin board in the west entry for 
more information. If you need a registration form, see 
Martha. 

 

2017 Presbytery Mission Trip 
February 4-11, 2017 

Baton Rouge, LA 
This year a group from North Central 
Iowa Presbytery is going to the Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana area to help with the 
flooding that occurred. Please keep all 

those who will be participating in your prayers for safe 
travels and safety while working.  

 
 
 

     In Memory of 
 

        Sheryl McDonald 
   December 19, 1940-December 27, 2016 

 

We extend our Christian love and sympathy to the 
family of Sheryl McDonald who passed away on Decem-
ber 27, 2016. Pastor Gordon officiated at her celebra-
tion of life service at First Presbyterian Church on Decem-
ber 31, 2016. 

Her family includes her children Doug (JoAnn) Beane, 
Sue Gonser, and Dave (Jo) Beane, three step-children, 14 
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; two husbands, Richard 
Beane and Gary McDonald. 

Sheryl had been a faithful member of our church for 
27 years. 

Christmas Program Thank You 

We truly have so much to be thankful for! I have 
heard it said, “It just isn’t Christmas until the kids 
have their program.” We definitely did that in a 
very interesting way on Sunday, December 18. The 
kids acted out the traditional story from Luke 2 as 
well as interpreted a contemporary Christian song 
through movements, and played the bells. I appre-
ciated everyone who used their gifts and talents to 
make the Christmas program so very memorable 
this year on a bitterly cold morning. A special thank 
you is given to our young people for doing what-
ever is asked of them! Many times they lead us by 
example! Also thank you to Joyful Noise, Glad 
Hearts, Wayne Lautner and Keri Brooker, and the 
Bell Choir for their special music. Thank you to the 
Sunday Club teachers, Cheryl Nailor and Cara 
Reedy. And last, but certainly not least, thank you 
to our tech people: George Hedges, Diane Ken-
nedy, and Leon Taggart. Let me tell you, they were 
hopping back there with all the different aspects of 
technology we used throughout the Christmas pro-

gram.  

Thank you to Keri & Leo Brooker, Diane Gibson, 
Pam Clemons, Tom & Melinda Heater, and the 
Spiritual Growth Ministry Team for warming our 
hearts and tummies with a delicious Christmas 
breakfast complete with decorations and mood mu-

sic. 

Thank you to the Carhill family for the special 
Christmas bags of goodies! 

Wendy Pittman 
   

 

 

 

 
 

  

Webb House Update   

    During the month of December, our church was re-
sponsible for chaperones at the Webb House. A spe-
cial thank you is given to Gail Huffman, Shirley Sta-
pleton, and Wendy Pittman for chaperoning. Sev-
eral Middle School kids utilize this resource each Fri-
day night from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Thanks for supporting 

a safe place for the youth in our community. 

 



Thank You to Those Who Gave 
Poinsettias for the Advent Season 

 

Glen and Beverly Hoyt 

in loving memory of their parents 

Larry and Pam Thomsen and Families 
Meredith and Mardel Stream and Families 

in loving memory of 

Adelbert and Verna Margaret Thomsen 

Mike and Marg Mumma and Family 
in loving memory of 

David B Smith, Sr. and Katharine S. Smith 
(Marg’s parents) 

Frederic G. and Alice R. Mumma 
(Mike’s parents) 

Thomas Smith (Marg’s brother) 

Cheryl Nailor and Family 

in loving memory of Roger Nailor 

Perry and Marilyn Parker 
Larry Youngblood and Family 

Bruce and Amy Youngblood and Family 
in loving memory of  

Meryl and Aldora Youngblood 

Lucian and Berniece Youngblood 

Mignon Rasmussen 
Keith Rasmussen and Family 

Steve and Carla Haupert and Family 
Kevin and Jill Rasmussen and Family  

in loving memory of  

Norman Rasmussen 

Gail Huffman 
Lori and Quint Reelfs and Family 

Valerie and Tony Emberton 
in loving memory of their parents 

Evelyn Huffman 

Ronald “Duck” Huffman 

Neva Eggimann 
Kathy and Tom Lane and Family 

Steve Eggimann and Diane Van Tasell 
in loving memory of  

Elmer Eggimann 

Shirley Stapleton and David Stapleton 
in loving memory of 

Craig Stapleton 

Bob and Marian Gulardo 
Diane Gibson and Bruce Gibson 

in loving memory of  
Ted Gibson,  

Clyde and Wilma Slininger,  
Jess and Mary Gibson 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Salvation Army Bell Ringer 

Volunteers 
Thank you to Glen Christensen, Pastor Gordon Moen, 
Marilynn Hoskinson, Glen and Bev Hoyt, Larry 
Thomsen and Carol Zwicky who volunteered as Salva-
tion Army Bell Ringers on Saturday, December 3 at 
Fareway. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Joy Offering  
Thank you to all who contributed to the Christmas 

Joy Offering. This special offering will be distributed 
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pen-
sions which assists families of active and retired church 
workers meet unexpected needs and to support student 
scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools 
and colleges, helping students develop their gifts and 
find their calling. The amount received this year was 
$361.00. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Give everything to God and  
He will give you everything too. 

May this New Year give you more hope  
and reasons to live happily. 

 
 

 



Updates from College Students 
Students who are seeking a higher education and who have been members of our congregation for one year 

have been granted scholarships of $500/semester to help them with the costs of education have been asked by 
the Stewardship Ministry Team to provide an update by December 2016 to keep us informed. 

 

Thank you so much for the scholarship. It helps immensely with school supplies and textbooks 
needed for my classes. Just a little update, last spring semester I studied abroad in Spain for 5 
months. It was a great learning experience. I lived with a host mom where I improved on my Span-
ish and traveled to eight different countries. My mom and sister visited me during the last two 
weeks when we traveled southern Spain. It was a strange transition coming back to Iowa in June 

because the last time I was home it was snowing! I am a Junior this year majoring in Spanish and Health Promo-
tion. I just became a certified fitness instructor here at the Wellness and Recreation Center on campus. I start 
teaching classes next semester. I also got a position on the executive team in my sorority, Alpha Delta Pi. I'm 
looking forward to going home and relaxing with my family and friends! 

Emily Vander Wilt 
 

 
Hello Everyone! 

I would like to thank you all for supporting my education and giving me a 
generous scholarship. The scholarship has helped me pay for books and tuition. 
I am currently a student at Mercy College of Health Sciences in Des Moines. I 
am studying nursing and will graduate in August with a BSN. I have been a 
PCT (patient care technician) at Mercy Medical Center on a diabetes/general 
surgery floor for 9 months. Thank you so much for the scholarship! 

Morgan Buenz 
 

 
First Presbyterian Church, 
     I have used the $500 grant to buy art supplies this semester. I have a design studio class, 
basically an art class, and have to buy my own supplies including drawing pencils, sketchbooks, 
paint, paint brushes, etc. It gets expensive! I am still studying at Iowa State University and hop-
ing to make it into the architecture program. I anticipate my graduation date to be in May of 
2021 (architecture is a 5 year program). 

Kelsey Buenz 
 
 
I would like to thank the First Presbyterian Church for the grant money. I have used it 

for books. I am at Iowa Central Community College. I am currently studying pre-athletic 
training. I plan on graduating from Iowa Central in 2018. I play football for Iowa Cen-
tral. Thank you for your support. 

 Mitchell Gorsuch 
 

 
Kami Badger gave her update during worship service on Sunday, December 18 and thanked 
everyone for their support and for the scholarship money. She has used it for books. Kami is a  
Biology major at Iowa State. 
 
 

 
Kyle Youngblood shared special news with the congregation during the worship service on 

Sunday, December 4. He has graduated from Iowa State University with a degree in Agricul-
tural Engineering and has accepted a job with John Deere Ottumwa Works in Ottumwa, Iowa. 
Congratulations, Kyle, on your achievement and new employment! 



Updates from College Students continued 
 

 
I am so thankful for the scholarship that the Presbyterian Church has given me. I have used my 
grant to buy textbooks that are required for my classes. I am continuing my education at Iowa 
State University in the field of education. I will be graduating in May of 2019, with a degree 
in Elementary Education. I will also be graduating with four teaching endorsements. My areas 

of specialization will be reading, English language arts, special education, and coaching. I am very thankful 
that I have been given the opportunity to receive this grant through our church. 

Tressa Rasmussen 
 

I just finished my third semester at Iowa State, and everything is going great! I am so 
lucky to have a congregation that will support me like you all, and I am very grateful for eve-
rything you have done for me in the past and present. I have used the scholarship money for 
books this last semester, and it helped me out tremendously. I am planning on graduating in 
May of 2019 in construction engineering. I just want to thank you all again for your support 
and prayers for me these past couple of years. 

Kayla Youngblood 
 
 

Please keep all our college students in your prayers as they continue their higher education and  
also our college graduates as they begin or seek employment.   

This is an exciting time in their young lives as they diligently pursue their ambitions! 
God knows the plans He has for all of them. 

 
 


